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Low-cost monitoring to fuel expansion

BY ANDREL airkaL

ATLANTA—A new installation and
take-over monioring compaiy las formed
here that has ambirlous plans ro whe s
competitively priced, low-oost monitos-
IME I COTSUIMETS Matkommy icle

Ameriguard,
which is made up ol

thecir ecpuiprment with a $ 30 manthly maond
toring fee

“Atthe end of the contract no one poes
back to reevaluate that vou have paid for

viorr system and 1o see whatever dis

COLMTS Yo -.-||-.:-I.I||J be penting,” he said
While the com
|:|.u|.§. has only
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tion companies in the industry, is mrget-
img the swhch-over market witha $12.12
monthly monltoring fee, offered 1o bodh
its take-over customers &5 well as its new
imstalls. The theory behind that price, said
| .Jrrg."'-nl:mlc':.'_ VALK pnr-:::lcnl ol Operaticons
lor the company, s that customers who
bought a system through o mass market
approach are essentially stll paving for
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corparate head-
gquarters here, i
planz o have 5,000 accounts within a
:.-'|'_1r". time, and more than S0.000 ac-
coums ot the end of Fyve vears, Stanley
siid. The company also plans to open 10
hub branches with cormesponding spoke
locations in markets throughout the
comniry
I e company s able tooller such a low-
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cost service because li regLiires
COTESUINETS 1o pay & Vear of momni-
toring inadvance, eliminating the
costly overhead of an accounting
and hilling departmsent. That is
secomplished through a pariner-
ship with automation software
developer Dice Corp. and Amer
can Monitoring Center, a con
tract central station in Greer, 5. C_
that provides monitoring services
for the company.

All of Ameriguard's account-
ing and service scheduling is
hosted by Dice on a virmual pri-
vaie network, Keith
Armstrong, general manager of
AL, and sutomuatically updates
the company’s monktoring infor-
treatbon as changes are made (o
the accounting side of the ac-
count information

Rick Burrell, Amenguard's di-
vision president for Allani, said
that the company s looking 1o
have B} 1o 85 percent ol its cus-
bomer base to be swatch-over m
counts, while the rest would be
newly installed svaems. 4
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